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HONOLULU, HAWAII, April 17, 2006 

 

Following a series of community meetings, the 2005-2006 Honolulu City Charter Commission 

will return to Honolulu Hale to discuss changes to the proposed charter amendments.  The 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 2:00 p.m. in the City Council Committee 

Room in Honolulu Hale. The agenda is available at http://www.honolulu.gov/chc/agendas.htm. 

 

“During the initial review process and the three community meetings, we received a lot of great 

input.  During that process, we found that some proposals could be adjusted or perhaps merged 

together.  At this meeting, we’ll be discussing and deciding on changes to the proposed 

amendments,” said Commission Chair Donn Takaki. 

 

Following the April 18 meeting, the Commission has tentatively scheduled meetings for 

Tuesday, May 2 and Wednesday, May 10.  At the early May meetings, the Commission will vote 

to determine which proposals will be placed on the 2006 General Election ballot. 
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Chair Takaki continued, “On May 2 and May 10, the Commission will be taking a near-final 

vote on which proposals will be put on the November ballot.  We have already heard from many 

residents, organizations, businesses, and government officials throughout this process.  If we 

have not heard from you yet, we hope to hear from you before the important voting meetings in 

May.” 

 

Chair Takaki continued, “As this is only the fourth time since 1972 that a Charter Commission 

has been convened, we encourage our fellow citizens to take this rare opportunity to suggest 

improvements to how our city is governed.  We all want our City Charter to serve Honolulu 

well.” 

 

LEARN ABOUT THE PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS.  Copies of all proposals 

are posted as PDF files on the Commission website, http://www.honolulu.gov/chc.   Hard copies 

are also available for viewing at the Commission office at 711 Kapiolani Boulevard Suite 1485, 

or the Municipal Library in the City Council Annex at 558 S. King Street.   

 

Out of 108 proposals submitted to the Commission, 42 proposals remain under consideration.  

The proposals include the following: 

• 10 proposals regarding city departments and directors’ duties 

• 3 proposals on elections, Council districts, and term limits 

• 7 proposals on the City’s planning and zoning process  

• 2 proposals on the Neighborhood Commission and Neighborhood Boards 

• 2 proposals on the City budget process 

• 5 proposals on ethics and open government 

• 3 proposals to establish new agencies and funds 

• 4 proposals regarding City Council procedures 

• 6 “housekeeping” measures 

 

HOW TO SUBMIT COMMENTS.  The public is encouraged to attend the meetings and 

provide testimony.  Register to speak by calling 592-8622 or emailing charter@honolulu.gov, or 

fill out a sign-up form upon arrival at the meeting.  Written testimony can be sent by mail to the 
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Charter Commission, 711 Kapiolani Boulevard, Suite 1485, Honolulu, HI 96813; by fax to 592-

8633; and by e-mail to charter@honolulu.gov.  See official agendas posted on the Commission 

website for more information regarding testimony. 

 

NEXT STEPS.  Following the April 18 meeting, the Commission will meet in May to vote on 

proposals for placement on the ballot.  Those that pass will be referred to the Commission’s 

Committee on Style, which will prepare finalized language for the Commission’s final approval 

in summer 2006.  Ultimately, the finalized proposed charter amendments will be placed on the 

2006 General Election ballot for voters’ approval. 

 

ABOUT THE COMMISSION.  The Charter Commission is a 13-member appointed body 

responsible for revising the city charter, the governing document for the City & County of 

Honolulu.  The convening of a Charter Commission provides a rare and important opportunity 

for major changes to city government.  This is only the fourth Charter Commission convened 

since the adoption of the city charter in 1972. 

 

For more information, visit the Charter Commission website at http://www.honolulu.gov/chc or 

contact the Commission staff at 592-8622 or charter@honolulu.gov. 
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